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Off the vine

10 great wines under $15

Save maney without scrimping on

quality. By Mike Bennie

Affordable wine can often be a
migraine roulette — one wrong sip
and you're ucket-deep in a five-star
hangover, But genuine bareains have
been emerging recently.

Cheap fizz
Redbank Emilys Pinot
Chardonnay NV A surpris-
ingly good Aussie sparkling,
the wine shows squeaky-clean
fruit, sprightly acidity and
an overall freshness usually
reserved for fancier wine. Around
10, = Best Cellars, 91 Crown St
Fast Sydney 2000, (02 8361 3743

Hands down value
for money
Yalumba ‘Y Series Sauvi-
gnon Blanc 2008 Sauvignon
blanc can be msipid at this
i price peint. However, this wine
iz one of the cleanest, crigpest, most
drinkable white wines under $10
on the market, & Shorfvs Liguor,

Shop 22, 1 Rider Blvd, Rhodes 2138,

(1300 746 789 wnew shortysliguor,
ORI

Tetra-fabulous
Long Flat Chardonnay 2008
This wine shows fresh melon/
peach favours and is bright,
fresh and satisfving. It also
comes in a handy rectangular
ome-litre tetra-pak so Storage
iseasy, Usually under 310,
B Do Murplee's: various loogfions,

(Bl R P b g,

Picnic sip

Yalumba Galway Shiraz

2008 This has some decent

structure for & wine often

foumd on hesvy discount.

It offers a comba of red
berry and mocha, Juicy and smooth,
it can cope with pasta, pizea and
barbecue foods. Around $10,
= Vintage Diveck, (1800 (59 205
senmtacke com, gu),

Big name, small price
Three Brothers Reunited
Shiraz 08 Winemaker Ben
Riggs sure seems to crop wp
i Iot of places. This s an on-
pressive, plush wine with kads
of juicy blackberry fruit, depth
of flavour and a perloy, spicy fimizh.
Around $10, ® Vinfage Drrect, (1800
(M35 295 wwricks. com.ai).

Date night special
Taylors Promised Land Shiraz
Cabernet 2007 As date night
locms may we suggest a block
of dark chocolate and this wine?
This has enough dusty tannin
and sweet spice to complement the

| chocolate, yet has enough warm glow

toy spark off some lovin', Around
$12.» Jacks Wine (wuiciacksiine
com.qul.

Cuitured red
Mike Press Adelaide Hills
Shiraz 08 Whoa! This is the
kind of wine that sends shock-
waves through wine circles for
its value-to-size ratio. Clanks
around with muscular, dark berries
and stewed plum Heshiness. Around
12, Mike Press Wines,
(e iopdrofieine s comLac.
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Random part est
s party gu

Wirra Wirra Scrubby Rise
Red 2007 kesping the
budget down vet looking
like you're being reasonably
genernus toa host 1s a ine art,
The wine bottle looks good, while
thee wine isell has a serious inky
colour, comes [rom a prestige

winery and punches above its

weight in favour. Around $13.

® Vintage Cellars, various

locations. {1300 i (84
Affordable
sophistication
Auka Malbec (Argentina)
2007 While Europe swims
n South American wine,
Australia is just coming 1o

gripz with the generous, affordable

grape styles. This cne has big

mocha and mulberry fruit with

ample mouthfeel, Crying out for

hunks of meat at around S11.

» Combaned Wines, 70 Belnore

R, Rivernood 2210, (02 9533 7955

st TS O e

Feel good for less
Shaw Vineyard Estate
Laughter Series Cabernat
Sauvignon 08 Eve-damaging
packaging azide, this cheery
red has blackberry fromt and
firm tannins, Elegance normally
doesn't come at around 811 a botthe
and some proceeds end wp with
children's charity Camp (haality,
P Shaw Vinevards, (02 6227 5837
witeshaerinevards com.au).
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